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Nationally, there has been an increased level of effort to improve the response to people with mental 
illnesses who come into contact with the criminal justice system (http://consensusproject.org/about).  In 
Nebraska, increased collaborations between behavioral health and criminal justice systems at the local 
and state levels have been observed in recent years.  One such collaboration is a joint project between 
the two systems to examine the available data to assess the services use among individuals who come to 
contact with these two systems.   
 
This joint project formally began in 2009 when the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices (DHHS) formed agreements with the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice (“Crime Commission”) and the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services (NDCS) to use 
data from respective systems for analysis and reporting.  Planning and implementation of project activi-
ties have been guided by representatives from these organizations and researchers from College of Pub-
lic Health of the University of Nebraska Medical Center who provide technical assistance in data man-
agement, analysis, and report development.  
 
The purpose of this brief is to provide information on a cohort of individuals who have been served by 
Nebraska’s DHHS Division of Behavioral Health.  We examined the characteristics of these individuals, 
and identified those who are served by both behavioral health and criminal justice systems.  Specific 
questions that will be addressed in this brief are the following: 

 What are the patterns of movement between the jail, corrections, and the behavioral health ser-
vices including Regional Centers and community based services? 

 What is the frequency of people with behavioral health disorders appearing in the criminal jus-
tice system? 

This statistics brief is based on 5-year (January 1, 2005-December 31, 2009) data from Department of 
Health & Human Services, Nebraska Crime Commission, and the Nebraska Department of Correctional 
Services.   
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Nebraska Department of Correctional Services (Prisons): 
 During the 5-year period, a total of 11,209 unique individuals were admitted to the prisons. 
 3,682 unique individuals (33%) were also found in the Division of Behavioral Health Commu-

nity-Based services database, indicating they received a state-funded behavioral health service 
in the community setting at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 1). 

 258 unique individuals (2%) were also found in the Regional Center database, indicating they 
received care within the Regional Centers at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 2).   
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Nebraska County Jails as reported to the Nebraska Crime Commission (Jails): 
 During the 5-year period, a total of 144,479 unique individuals were admitted to jails. 
 32,955 unique individuals (23%) were also found in the Division of Behavioral Health Com-

munity-Based program database, indicating they received a state-funded behavioral health ser-
vice in the community setting at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 3). 

 880 unique individuals (0.6%) were also found in the Regional Center database, indicating 
they received care within Regional Centers at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 4). 
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Division of Behavioral Health Community-Based Services System (Community-Based        
Behavioral Health) 
 During the 5-year period, a total of 68,558 unique individuals were admitted to the System. 
 3,682 unique individuals (5%) were also found in the Prison System, indicating they were ad-

mitted to prison at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 5). 
 32,955 unique individuals (48%) were also found in jails, indicating they were admitted to the 

Jail System at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 6). 

Division of Behavioral Health Regional Centers System: 
 During the 5-year period, a total of 1,768 unique individuals were admitted to Regional Centers. 
 258 unique individuals (15%) were also found in the Prison System, indicating they were ad-

mitted to prison at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 7). 
 880 unique individuals (50%) were also found in the Jail System , indicating they were admit-

ted to jail at least once during this 5-year period (Figure 8). 
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Table 1. Possible Timing of Criminal Justice (CJ) (Prison or Jail) Admissions  
among Community-Based Behavioral Health (CBH) Consumers 
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Figure 9a.  Admission Patterns between Jail and Community-Based Behavioral Health Services  

Figure 9b.  Admission Patterns between Jail and Community-Based Behavioral Health Services  

Jail Admission  
BEFORE & AFTER  

Community Behavioral 
Health   

N=14,090 (43%) 

Jail Admission  
BEFORE Community  

Behavioral Health  
N=10,713 (33%) 

Jail Admission  
AFTER Community  
Behavioral Health  

N=8,152 (25%) 

CBH AdmissionCJ Admission

CJ Admission

CJ AdmissionCBH AdmissionCJ Admission

CBH Admission

CBH Admission

2005 2009

CJ Admission before CBH

CJ Admission after CBH

CJ Admission before & 
after CBH

No CJ Admission 

4 



No Prison  
Admission 

N=64,876 (95%) 

Prison Admission  
BEFORE Community  

Behavioral Health  
N=836 (1.2%) 

Prison Admission  
AFTER Community  
Behavioral Health  

N=2,078 (3%) 

Prison Admission  
BEFORE & AFTER  

Community Behavioral 
Health   

N=768 (1.1%) 

Figure 10a.  Admission Patterns between Prison and Community-Based Behavioral Health Services  

Nebraska Behavioral Health & Criminal Justice Joint Statistics Brief: April 2011 

Figure 10b.  Admission Patterns between Prison and Community-Based Behavioral Health Services  
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